
   Oliver’s Vegetables        
Week beginning 06.07.20 
This week, we’re going to enjoy the very popular picture book “Oliver’s Vegetables”. You may well have enjoyed reading this when you were 
younger. We’ll spend some time pretending to be Mum, struggling to get Oliver to even try a vegetable, then Grandad looking forward to his 
grandson coming to stay, quietly confident that a week exploring his most marvellous veg patch will solve the problem and then finally, Oliver 
himself at the end of his fantastic stay, discovering that vegetables (and a whole host of them at that) are indeed delicious!  You’re going to choose 
just one of them to write a friendly informal letter from one family member to another. This plan together with the writing task video will help 
you all the way. Once you have completed this writing task (it should be a bit quicker this week) then I’d love to see it. Just send me a photo to 
rowan@north-leigh.oxon.sch.uk & I will write you a lovely, positive big “Thumbs Up” message back .         
 

 Book Talk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planning 
 

So to start with, read Oliver’s Vegetables a couple of times to help you become really familiar with the 3 characters: Mum, Grandad 
(Mum’s Dad) and Oliver. Here is a read aloud video to help you with this. You can also hear me reading it on the writing task video. 
While you are reading – have a think about some of these:  
What is Oliver eating before he get the bus to Grandad’s?  
How does Grandad feel when his daughter and grandson arrive?  
What do you think he’s looking forward to doing with his grandson? 
What do you think Grandad decides to do when Oliver tells him he doesn’t eat vegetables? 
Why do you think Oliver doesn’t eat veg? 
Why does Oliver want to find the potatoes? 
What is Grandad sure will happen when Oliver starts pulling up the veg from his patch? 
Over the week, what did Oliver discover? Why do you think this happened? 
Why did Mum sigh when she came to collect her son at the end of his stay? 
And why did Grandad and Oliver share a laugh together?  
 
I wonder if you can identify with any of this? Is there a vegetable somebody is desperate for you to try? What would persuade you 
to change your mind? I like Grandad’s positive attitude don’t you and his bargaining technique. He was quite sure it would do the 
trick. I know when my sister was little, the only way we could get her to eat carrots was to say they were “Conwy Carrots” – my 
Grandparents lived in Conwy, North Wales and my Grandad had a little veg patch. Anything he grew, my sister would eat! We still 
laugh about it now!!  
 
Now have a look at the planning sheet below to help you get some ideas together for your letter writing.   
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2yvllKqyVUc
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Drafting  

 

Now you are ready to write your first draft. 
Here’s some informal letter writing tips to help you do a good job: 

1. Write in the 1st person  (I, we,) write in role as your chosen character 
2. Write in the present & past tense appropriately – this is more tricky (eg Mum might  

write:  I am (present) at my wit’s ends and over the years, I have (past) tried  
everything to persuade Oliver …  

3. Organise your letter into 3 or more paragraphs: 
para 1: friendly introduction eg how are you? It’s ages since I last saw you, I can’t wait to come and stay etc  
para 2: This is the main body of your letter – what is the purpose of your letter? What do you want to say? 
para 3: bring your letter to a close – I will miss you, thank you, please give my best wishes to Grandma, I hope the slugs 
don’t eat anymore … 

4. Keep it fun, informal and friendly – you are writing to someone you know well and you know what they like to do in their 
free time.  Think about how you would chat to a friend.  

5. Open your letter with Dear … and close it with Love from / best wishes / See you soon / I love you very much …  

Editing Re-read your writing aloud – slowly and carefully - you might like to use a different colour pen like we do in class. 
1. Punctuation: Have you remembered all your full stops and capital letters?  

                         Have you used a ? at the end of a rhetorical question? 
                         Have you used an ! at the end of an exclamatory sentence?  
                         (eg and do you know Dad, Oliver thinks potato is a vegetable! What am I going to do?)                         

        2.   Spelling: Here’s an online dictionary to help you  
(Not every word has to be spelt correctly but you do need to think about the ones it’s possible for you to be getting correct) 

2. Improving: Look back at the list of informal letter writing top tips. 
                     Have you organised your writing into paragraphs – introduction, main purpose of writing, final  
                     sentence to pull your letter to a close?                                         
                     Have you written in role as one of the characters and used 1st person? 
                     Have you kept it fun and friendly?                

Publishing 
 

Now – if you’d like to, you could “publish” your letter and write an envelope for it too. You could make up a name and address for 
the character who will receive your letter. If you are Oliver, you might draw Grandad a picture of his veg patch. If you are Mum you 
probably won’t have time to draw a picture, but you might cut out a crossword or a picture of something you’ve spotted in the 
newspaper that you know your Dad might like. If you are Grandad you might include a packet of seeds that Mum could grow with 
Oliver at home. As always - be as creative as you like.  
 

  

    

 

 

 

https://kids.wordsmyth.net/we/
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Which one of these letters would you like to write? Who would you prefer to pretend to be? (a worried Mum writing to your Dad, a Grandad, relaxed and 
confident that your grandson will love veg once he’s explored your magnificent veg garden, or a very happy and grateful Oliver now back home with your 
Mum. Choose which character you’re going to be and then you might like to make a few notes underneath that box to help you with your letter writing. 

Mum writes a pleading letter to her Dad 
(Grandad) before Oliver her son goes to stay with 
him, asking for his help to get Oliver to change 
his mind about veg. 
 
 

Grandad writes a reassuring letter back to his 
daughter (Mum) on Oliver’s arrival for his week’s 
stay telling her not to worry.   

Oliver writes a thank you letter to his Grandad 
on his return home, telling him what a great time 
he had, how much he enjoys veg now, which 
ones are his favourites and what he’s asked Mum 
to buy next time they go to the supermarket.   

Here’s a few ideas to help you get “in role” and maybe include in your letter. 
She’s at her wits ends and tried everything to get 
Oliver to at least try a couple of veg but he refuses to 
budge and will only eat chips which she knows is 
definitely not veg. She’s worried that he’s missing out 
on important vitamins and minerals but no amount of 
explaining the value of a balanced diet is working. 
Oliver can be rather stubborn.  
 

He has it all in hand and that he is very sure Oliver will 
be eating veg happily by the end of his stay. He knows 
that children often think differently about veg when 
they see it growing and get involved. It seems more 
appealing than when it’s all bagged up or wrapped in 
plastic on a supermarket shelf.  

He has had such a brilliant week with his Grandad. He 
had no idea how exciting it was to grow your own and 
he loved seeing which vegetables grew underground, 
which grew on low level bushes and which grew on 
tall stems that were clambering over canes in the 
ground. He enjoyed using all his muscle power to pull 
up the rhubarb and he asked Grandad to keep an eye 
on the slugs – had they eaten any more of the 
cabbage? Oliver is feeling rather proud of himself now 
and Mum is too!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


